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Soil Burn Severity
Colum bine Ra ng e r District
Sa n Jua n N a tiona l Fore st

July 4, 2018
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HUC 12 W a te rshe d

0 1 20.5
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416 Fire 8 mi. north of Durango

416 BAER
As of 6/21/2018 for this initial BAER assessment.
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The Soil Burn Severity (SBS) Ma p is d e rive d  from  sa te llite  im a g e ry a nd  m od ifie d  by a g e ncy soil scie ntists
following  a e ria l re conna issa nce a nd  fie ld  ve rifica tion. It is a  ra pid  a ssessm e nt tha t d ispla ys the  d istribution
of soil burn seve ritie s. Consid e r the  provisiona l na ture  of the  inform a tion be fore  using  it for d e cisions tha t
conce rn pe rsona l or public sa fe ty or the  cond uct of busine ss tha t involves m one ta ry or ope ra tiona l
conse que nces.

Soil Burn Severity Classes

3 – Mod e ra te  – Up to 80% of pre -fire  g round  cove r m ay be consum e d  ; ne a r-surface
soil structure cha ng e s m ay have occurre d . Fa lling  ne e d le s m ay he lp restore e ffe ctive
g round  cove r re la tive ly quickly.

2 – Low – Ground  cove r is re d uce d  but la rg e ly inta ct; soil structure is uncha ng e d .
1 – Unburne d  – Soil a nd  g round  cove r a re una ffe cte d  by fire.

4 – Hig h Seve rity – N e a rly a ll of pre -fire g round  cove r consum e d ; soil structure is
le ss sta ble or d e stroye d . Ba re  soil is susce ptible to e rosion. MDR 7/4/2018


