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Dear Friend of MSI, 

   

It might be a "shoulder season" in the 
San Juans but MSI is as busy as ever. 
Read below about progress in securing 
a permanent field station, a 
collaborative project to study the 
American Pika, new publications in top-
notch journals, and more. 

 
A hearty San Juan "thank you" goes out 
to all of you who have supported MSI 
with a donation (see list on left side 
bar). As the holiday season approaches, 
we hope you will remember MSI in your 
gift-giving. You can help us make sure that science has a place at the 
table. 
  
Wishing you a happy and safe Thanksgiving, 

 
Koren Nydick, Executive Director, 

and the staff and board of directors at MSI 

 
*To see photos, right click and select "download photos". 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://campaign.constantcontact.com/render?v=001pbUA9HXeQV9ITbnMcS9IWpH-vsCwYJ5rYyn5mAXfEv7Uv71KoCjz1Zyz1H47W_EpIzYnwLrw_iaJZfmQi3neSlWEHaQsCKvaG49yn-Yl5CpPtp344cS8FOXtzKhyXcLbrzt1C21i6Rk%3D#LETTER.BLOCK23
http://campaign.constantcontact.com/render?v=001pbUA9HXeQV9ITbnMcS9IWpH-vsCwYJ5rYyn5mAXfEv7Uv71KoCjz1Zyz1H47W_EpIzYnwLrw_iaJZfmQi3neSlWEHaQsCKvaG49yn-Yl5CpPtp344cS8FOXtzKhyXcLbrzt1C21i6Rk%3D#LETTER.BLOCK12
http://campaign.constantcontact.com/render?v=001pbUA9HXeQV9ITbnMcS9IWpH-vsCwYJ5rYyn5mAXfEv7Uv71KoCjz1Zyz1H47W_EpIzYnwLrw_iaJZfmQi3neSlWEHaQsCKvaG49yn-Yl5CpPtp344cS8FOXtzKhyXcLbrzt1C21i6Rk%3D#LETTER.BLOCK13
http://campaign.constantcontact.com/render?v=001pbUA9HXeQV9ITbnMcS9IWpH-vsCwYJ5rYyn5mAXfEv7Uv71KoCjz1Zyz1H47W_EpIzYnwLrw_iaJZfmQi3neSlWEHaQsCKvaG49yn-Yl5CpPtp344cS8FOXtzKhyXcLbrzt1C21i6Rk%3D#LETTER.BLOCK14
http://campaign.constantcontact.com/render?v=001pbUA9HXeQV9ITbnMcS9IWpH-vsCwYJ5rYyn5mAXfEv7Uv71KoCjz1Zyz1H47W_EpIzYnwLrw_iaJZfmQi3neSlWEHaQsCKvaG49yn-Yl5CpPtp344cS8FOXtzKhyXcLbrzt1C21i6Rk%3D#LETTER.BLOCK14
http://campaign.constantcontact.com/render?v=001pbUA9HXeQV9ITbnMcS9IWpH-vsCwYJ5rYyn5mAXfEv7Uv71KoCjz1Zyz1H47W_EpIzYnwLrw_iaJZfmQi3neSlWEHaQsCKvaG49yn-Yl5CpPtp344cS8FOXtzKhyXcLbrzt1C21i6Rk%3D#LETTER.BLOCK15
http://campaign.constantcontact.com/render?v=001pbUA9HXeQV9ITbnMcS9IWpH-vsCwYJ5rYyn5mAXfEv7Uv71KoCjz1Zyz1H47W_EpIzYnwLrw_iaJZfmQi3neSlWEHaQsCKvaG49yn-Yl5CpPtp344cS8FOXtzKhyXcLbrzt1C21i6Rk%3D#LETTER.BLOCK15
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102810255498&s=1&e=001AjZ3ctO4aiY8hPNrEFG0L1Q1fVsWY2WfyiVzaeDbG_RoxVZPP6A2bPtQWr9aerOZ0LLvtHH8yVyBHulj8yzU66RHZ1UtGVZjw01jL76bGSF75eJucGuYmrVvjapqb8yg
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102810255498&s=1&e=001AjZ3ctO4aibIhL7tuqUy_lySH27MMmqx5aqdmOmKy5faVhUrwno9QB0EEsf1qtGWo9zPnmvwIn-6oB3Ul20jiV71H3GTzTWclVW-1kfeY0s7zGj2cJIwCv5vthtFWucc8uHoJ2SEX7FmWfRVeM_Ydg==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102810255498&s=1&e=001AjZ3ctO4aiZjJnl5YAODl3YJweCuVPwlDHXgJ9l_O6fnJawt66cMV6D2TKTPKeo5j9t65PxjOmpl4R0dH9Gs4SEaN5ip9Kpp_GYikQ1ZJurrCrqwypF20TZQj6tutJuN3S4LGq1UnGQTSMu-QuzAxXzLuh0EOMId_m_2_Mhoz0c1Ic4AT2OxyFUhCEyAYTd1
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102810255498&s=1&e=001AjZ3ctO4aiZGDkv9hp5cY3gFLsCLjDVp-ZzTAs3n2diLM26Mnt-bK9a3yrK1gS8F-51o4nCs4KbTYZCgMR-ExN8Z8EHs5-56jKK_30tWmyfkJDx9jRm5Qhg5jLtwIm4KRgMDJJ6tYINrntIWr7Q-Sw==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102810255498&s=1&e=001AjZ3ctO4aiY6jdeWE7NNKBCUo4_yD8xhDIpMPcpik1_XmsPD4oPQmha2rl09jRL3c9nRu9Q0xGB5xYhDIGJu5bzRwQ-frbHjUasKN47vQlgMHCAJwoAJjqwXKm23SJIB


 

SUPPORT 
MSI! 

MSI in the News  

Silverton 
Standard 

Tour of MSI 
campus by Mark 

Esper  

- 

MSI wins 
tentative support 

for the campusby 

Mark Esper - - 

  

How is nitrogen 

air pollution 
affecting 

mountain lakes?by 
Mark Esper 

Durango Herald 

Mountain Studies 

eyes Silverton 

site by Dale 
Rodebaugh 

- 

Matching 

donations to help 
institute with 

effort to buy, 
develop research 

center by Dale 
Rodebaugh  

 MSI Field Station 

  

We are halfway there!!!  

 
 
MSI recently 
hosted an open 
house at the Field 
Station during 
which we gave 
property tours, 
design 
presentations, and 
a chance to chat 
about the planned 
use and concerns.  
We had a great 
turn-out!   
  

  

 
A great big thanks to Mel at Elevated Fine Foods for the donated snacks! 
  
We are halfway to our funding goal, but still need your help on the other 
half.  Please consider a donation to MSI's Field Station Acquisition fund.  All 
donations will be matched 100% by a generous anonymous donor up to 
$100,000.  So whatever you give will end up being twice as much!   
  
Also, check out all the recent press MSI has received concerning the Field 
Station on the left-hand column of this newsletter. 

READ ON! 

Scientist Spotlight 

  

 MSI Collaboration with CU graduate student 
aims to have hikers studying pika  

  

Is climate changing in the Four Corners Region and how will it affect us 
here in the San Juan Mountains? What are the impacts of those changes? 
These are some of the questions that the Mountain Studies Institute is 
working to address. These also happen to be some of the questions that 
Liesl Peterson is hoping to answer with her research on the American Pika. 
Cousins to rabbits, pika are small furry mammals that live in alpine talus 
habitat in western North America.  
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Liesl is a graduate 
student at the 
University of 
Colorado at 
Boulder. By 
studying the 
movement of pika 

populations, as 
well as comparing 
historical records, 
Liesl hopes to use 
these furry little 
creatures to 
provide insight on 
global climate 
change and how it 
affects the high-
elevations. Liesl 
had a limited 
amount of funding 
to choose 
monitoring sites, all of which would have been closer to her base in 
Boulder. She was worried that these sites would not be representative 
enough for her study. After learning about her predicament, MSI decided to 
help Liesl through a mini-grant.  
     
With help from this MSI program, Liesl received enough money to extend 
her research to sites in the San Juan Mountains. At an invitation from MSI, 
Liesl was able to share her preliminary findings with the community in 
southwest Colorado by presenting a seminar as part of MSI's Moving 
Mountains Education Series. MSI also connected her with our local media, 
and the public was able to learn about her study in the Durango Herald.  
Liesl is now collaborating with MSI to develop a citizen science monitoring 
initiative. The new program, called PikaNET, will train volunteers to collect 
data about the pika and its habitat. Michael Costello, a recent college 
graduate who is serving MSI as an OSM/VISTA Americorps volunteer, is 
coordinating the development of PikaNET and writing grant proposals to 
secure more funds. Thanks to a collaboration with MSI, Liesl and other 
scientists and natural resource managers will get more information on pika 
than they ever could on their own. And, everyday hikers will now be able to 
add an education component to their recreation. 

How is nitrogen air pollution 
affecting mountain lakes? 

MSI co-authors two new articles in top-notch science 

journals. 
  

MSI contributed to two new scientific papers published Nov. 6 
inScience and Ecology that explain how extra nitrogen deposited in 

undisturbed lakes is changing the nutrient balance available to algae, the 
small aquatic plants at the base of the food chain. Dr. Koren Nydick, MSI's 

executive director is co-author on both articles. 

Lead researcher James Elser and others used the MSI Field Station as a 
base camp while studying nearby lakes in 2006 and 2008.  

More information on these publications can be found at: 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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State Bank of Ouray 

Ken Sulinski 

John Bregar 

Bruce Curtis 

Joan Schugel 

Douglas Brew 

Scott Fetchenhier 

Janet Hebert 

James Manning 

John Poole 

Brian Kimmel 

Sallie and Mike Barney 

William Grant 

Dominic and Carol Rende 

Greg and Pam Swanson 

Ed and Patti Zink 

  

 Also thanks to: 

  

Gates Family Foundation - 
$45,000 challenge grant 
towards the purchase of the 
MSI Field Station 

  

LPEA Round-Up Foundation - 
$2,000 towards the "My Water 
Comes From the San Juan 
Mountains" Education project 

  

  

What else 
has MSI 
published? 

  

Check out our 

publication page  

  

 

Mountain Studies Website 

Nitrogen News (recommended) 

National Science Foundation Website 

EurekAlert! 

Colorado State University Website 

 

Report on the San Juan Fen 
Partnership Meeting  

  
Despite the snowstorm that kept several people away, we did have a good 
San Juan Fen Partnership meeting. Thanks to all who were able to make it. 
  
Presentations were made on the history of the SJ Fen Partnership (it's been 
5 years!), our progress to date (including fen inventory, assessment, 
restoration, and education), and future plans, including climate change 
studies. The Partnership started in San Miguel County, but has since 
expanded across SW Colorado. We had a thoughtful discussion on 
balancing the local versus regional nature of this group.  Read more.  
  
  
Photo includes, from left to right:  Amy Laubenstein (Telluride Ski and Golf 

Resort), Warren Young (US Forest Service, GMUG), Koren Nydick 
(Mountain Studies Institute), Kay Zillich (US Forest Service, SJPLC), Aaron 

Kimple (Mountain Studies Institute), Linda Miller (Sheep Mountain 
Alliance), Karen Gugliemone (Town of Telluride), Art Goodtimes (San 

Miguel County), Yvette Henson (CSU Extension), Beth McCormick (San 
Miguel County resident), and Charles Harter (San Miguel County resident). 

 
Learn more about Fens here. 

 

  

  

As always, thank you for your continued interest and support for Mountain 
Studies Institute.  

  

Sincerely, 

 Koren Nydick and the MSI Staff 

Newsletter developed by:  Kathryn Rende  OSM/VISTA, Mountain Studies Institute 

  

 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102810255498&s=1&e=001AjZ3ctO4aib4Y1nNEmHLtGIApBDe5cytjeWgk0t-4fP1qQDBxQrqap4LxlHJruyayvVibCKkbj-q-a1ERrw8OWJe49TsB8XwulxerBJ2W1gn7oiPCONESS2baaDFibe6rYMXy-T3jqXAv-TrES3gBg==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102810255498&s=1&e=001AjZ3ctO4aib4Y1nNEmHLtGIApBDe5cytjeWgk0t-4fP1qQDBxQrqap4LxlHJruyayvVibCKkbj-q-a1ERrw8OWJe49TsB8XwulxerBJ2W1gn7oiPCONESS2baaDFibe6rYMXy-T3jqXAv-TrES3gBg==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102810255498&s=1&e=001AjZ3ctO4aiZDaSZ0dPU4Em5uzf8vV-sx3A8kXQxj2qUzxDlZu-ale5zN7NbZLNmM4Xde0JGalfJXMKLR17BTrjx2yDM47jePOGau_luPdpZ1W63PfKd2Yg5575iA6S4mg3Il7ZJn03f8Hwy-uSC3Rkriqwp7jkVqswVa-lslRz8=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102810255498&s=1&e=001AjZ3ctO4aiYBNzYirhKL9atE_10I7yCqA8_1DUsoTrhJrkViRQw9H7f87aW3goJlRT7Z7EK_X2n4XWtnM4v-ZFTXte7QjihLEFGD9q1NsT61FtjIpr3Kjw==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102810255498&s=1&e=001AjZ3ctO4aiZlp-RNOrGkvWW_hGBGA87-8MR3NFCl9-vgd3xNv9zAUBZBz1l1Cu95nq01EJbbUPSrtlUIvaOlI16tYkuDgE870WlIb0FXTJtFPAvKCuELpUX0hE3JJDApWtcBP-yUWf16vEEhQqd6FgFXApkcn8DH
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102810255498&s=1&e=001AjZ3ctO4aiboCcLoymynaIMrJFE_rUpLbUtpFVJ3IQUrqmAYNuWnwkyF_fw1BQaoOQh-a8nMOj6qymj-Y_Y3PLJFvG8HiR_qsBNKTKkgLCBr_ofmUmBZa9r1EP_G2HTszaRf5R_Xtre_Uie9nbwYhzBmQEpCXuc9N4MewR686Qo=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102810255498&s=1&e=001AjZ3ctO4aibU6f5BB5NA_e6KgUsasiltgkyOSo0y1CYu8GsMmfMdumu2o2ztotk8k7mriX5Jl8EBTX-mY1H4Jcqshg5INhto4PzDQWK7Id9D82h8uV-4KgYIYazp8b5VtbuGPUeq2jY=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102810255498&s=1&e=001AjZ3ctO4aiYp4oTWyHTIxK9QcBrlmVcs6qHV8QCOott4hWaF5AZkx0HA6F-M_JO7B8dI-4bahU-7bxlzizq410fx9zd2byWqNsJ24WXpq9CcoLafIlTCh6VhhgiN_W3owVpINEozIgjdLhlcUlar6TZuXTJSLYsVkKsj3UC0AtgLcZ2ae6LYxA==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102810255498&s=1&e=001AjZ3ctO4aibgRQpgbs62Ft5bdlRBlthYk7ryLSm9d6z2DfU2VQbviRNMVRzjpejjvGm9a0wx7WzwczGWr_M-ASigp9dBWC5dPiiTXcEagbG3Lgd_XW0UrijDUmitkUwrR81DaUDI6_8KXMMy7mDYnDf_RgBTD2KJv__L-xesqf4=


  

 


