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Special Seminar 

Series - Snow and 
Grad School - Oct 21 

in Durango, CO  

Dear Friend of MSI,  

  

MSI would like to invite you to learn about and engage in science that is critical for our lives here 

in the San Juan region. There are several upcoming seminars, workshops, and a tour that you will 
find interesting and informative!  Learn about climate change, wetlands, graduate school, and 

MSI's field station.  
  

If you have not made a contribution recently, please remember to support MSI!  Your gift allows 
us to offer educational programs, conduct scientific studies, host researchers and students, and 

contribute to our local economy. 

 
We are half-way towards the purchase of the MSI field station. Your gift to the capital campaign 

will be doubled by a matching grant from an anonymous donor. 
  

Happy Autumn, 
  

Koren Nydick, Executive Director, 
and the staff and board of directors at MSI 

  

 
 

 

Special Seminar Series - Snow and Grad School  

  

2 - 4 pm, Weds. Oct. 21, 2009 

Senate Chambers, Student Union, Fort Lewis College, Durango, CO 

 
The Disappearing Cryosphere:  Save our Snow (2 pm) 

Dr. Mark Williams 
Fellow, Institute of Arctic and Alpine Research; Professor, Department of Geography 

University of Colorado, Boulder 
  

Mark will cover the effects of climate change on future snow conditions in ski areas, ecological 
effects, and changes in water resources from the Rockies to the Himalayas. He will discuss future 

skiing conditions for Aspen Mountain and Park City Mountain Resort, the occurrence of more wet 
snow avalanches, and how changes in the seasonal snowpack will affect water availability and 

influence surface/groundwater interactions in the Rockies. He will then cover glacial retreat in the 
Andes and Himalayas and talk about hydrological responses. 

 
  

Applying to graduate schools: what you should know & what faculty look for (3 pm) 

Dr. Jason Neff 
Assistant Professor of Environmental Studies & Geological Sciences 

University of Colorado, Boulder 
  

Applying to graduate school requires exams and essays but in many cases it also requires close 
communication with potential faculty advisors. In this informal workshop, Jason will describe the 

application process and what faculty look for in potential grad students. We will talk about funding 
opportunities, what kinds of questions to ask potential advisors and how to improve your chances 

of finding a graduate program and advisor. Whether you're applying for grad school now or thinking 
about it for the future, this is an opportunity to ask questions and get advice about grad studies at 

research universities. 

  

For more information, click here.  

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfCEx-oCZCHj0O89HfwJ_LXHhKdoU0gfGvrJajrP6Itt-wtBjYHi_2xxUv6yWAuDKfWKJD6mD1NHLjg780BCDjfRZz_lFa-r_mhb9rNpvQLU-UrcNi-7GPCa
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfBrotlnXIpguMTz-q_XzhPnrGwh6aVabPNoNEokAvD5ZCezjP3c3sxD81xMNVntJA6JVqxBYDu43IO4sHinIm1rvCV-_C6wFCUMwQ_ZMEMp8x86Lb3pOrrt0HY3LeuI3QAA9WKbV5eprg==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfDKk7_aYYrPVl3bkj8cgmFWM9z_yt-2frEVp1aoJFYrAjCrR2FDnqvfWR8ABdkySA8tkruR0Va-6BWOCScQo34sRYxmfRLENWAY6y1hGF9bkeOy2MwFrqpc6XP-yzkMvhLvOW1TZfedihqDZhJwUtqK6XhjIzNueMROaBoED6Cy1bz6LuD0Svn8
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfD714NiGncCc_5AKqjbsmyefBhsIzIpOSf7wHXlGg4SAAPcD5-QOL0GKpQn8-z5RwC9F3oN8vV-PlwT_Z2VdE9w6ubm0w4y4I0v34p2raacV1Q7CP7J5XJ0vYsAM-MCpDokLBs7rtl75Q==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfAFRRXygFF_Ms8C8XnhvD-7psP1478cj_kFSDPZdskR1a0MnfitAae9rzF6PTMj8Zu8fAl8CZIExDtTeGqxz7uAE7GbX62GcB7_8fxkuevUaAsS4mVH9sNcVdAbtRn-wBk=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfBUbvwl9_DHrr1Nk9_1iMdw8dpI5DaJKzLaUyrX6ZM-5-5E1quwcIM-EQvrALhmFmIWLygFvz_DXcnoA12C8WH1KIfsWeWHb1Z5mDLzSB3NSF333bAxyMkAkQT1U3Fi6wY=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfBUbvwl9_DHrr1Nk9_1iMdw8dpI5DaJKzLaUyrX6ZM-5-5E1quwcIM-EQvrALhmFmIWLygFvz_DXcnoA12C8WH1KIfsWeWHb1Z5mDLzSB3NSF333bAxyMkAkQT1U3Fi6wY=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfBGpV3wKV9UWMgXHx5293AOCnz9yPQNvpKC1I5U3i6B1A66oERGnmMOLuIn1gLIkAJ9sa9Fbb7gb6fxfquv_qE_nUeaI89Rzxe1D7Ktf2dTHeGnU8e_gL-4x0EcIrSfGEMIAHQV9wXfrRU3yDuOa7_B2WKAjLJNbQFpUNh5td3uIdiF5U4pF8op
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfBGpV3wKV9UWMgXHx5293AOCnz9yPQNvpKC1I5U3i6B1A66oERGnmMOLuIn1gLIkAJ9sa9Fbb7gb6fxfquv_qE_nUeaI89Rzxe1D7Ktf2dTHeGnU8e_gL-4x0EcIrSfGEMIAHQV9wXfrRU3yDuOa7_B2WKAjLJNbQFpUNh5td3uIdiF5U4pF8op
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfBGpV3wKV9UWMgXHx5293AOCnz9yPQNvpKC1I5U3i6B1A66oERGnmMOLuIn1gLIkAJ9sa9Fbb7gb6fxfquv_qE_nUeaI89Rzxe1D7Ktf2dTHeGnU8e_gL-4x0EcIrSfGEMIAHQV9wXfrRU3yDuOa7_B2WKAjLJNbQFpUNh5td3uIdiF5U4pF8op
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfBGpV3wKV9UWMgXHx5293AOCnz9yPQNvpKC1I5U3i6B1A66oERGnmMOLuIn1gLIkAJ9sa9Fbb7gb6fxfquv_qE_nUeaI89Rzxe1D7Ktf2dTHeGnU8e_gL-4x0EcIrSfGEMIAHQV9wXfrRU3yDuOa7_B2WKAjLJNbQFpUNh5td3uIdiF5U4pF8op
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfBGpV3wKV9UWMgXHx5293AOCnz9yPQNvpKC1I5U3i6B1A66oERGnmMOLuIn1gLIkAJ9sa9Fbb7gb6fxfquv_qE_nUeaI89Rzxe1D7Ktf2dTHeGnU8e_gL-4x0EcIrSfGEMIAHQV9wXfrRU3yDuOa7_B2WKAjLJNbQFpUNh5td3uIdiF5U4pF8op


  

  

Dealing with Drought 
Workshop - Oct. 22nd 

in Durango, CO  

  

  

Field Station Open 

House and Tour - Oct 
24th in Silverton, CO  

  

   

San Juan Fen 

Partnership Meeting 
and Tour - Oct. 30 in 

Mountain Village, CO 

  

Full Moving Mountains 

Schedule 

 

Mountain 
Studies 

Institute on 
Facebook 

Thanks to all 

of our 2009 

Members:  

  

Beverly Rich 

Thurman Wilson  

Brian Fowler 

Ira Nydick 

Sander Nydick 

Koren Nydick 

Kenneth Wright 

Mary Gillam 

Ali Sabeti 

Rob & Pat Blair 

H. Creswell Fleming 

Charlie Smith 

Matt Janowiak 

David Swanson 

Robert Delves 

Emily & Brandon Vogt 

 
 

Dealing with Drought Workshop   

 Co-hosted by MSI along with the CO Water Conservation Board, CU-NOAA Western Water 

Assessment, and others. 

  

Durango - Oct 22 

  

  

One day workshops for people working in sectors    
directly affected by drought and climate, including 

water resources, public utilities, land management, 
agriculture, recreation, and tourism. 

This workshop builds on themes and information 
from the October 2008 Governor's Conference on 

Managing Drought and Climate Risk, though 
attendance at that conference is not required to 

participate in the workshops. 

  

Sorry, registration is full. 

  

More information and registration HERE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfARmXiEPzwGfFJExw7h6Kpwyonct6Fqh8Pr3G1tQqgYczHri_LXvOsd-8nZMXHQokGMvr6vSWGUWek_Qa1bPXvkFR583YH_dvNqKH7gb4EFpJOap9q6gkXvt66GxvunIKdTDIDIqDKdrKicCi-F0d7x
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfARmXiEPzwGfFJExw7h6Kpwyonct6Fqh8Pr3G1tQqgYczHri_LXvOsd-8nZMXHQokGMvr6vSWGUWek_Qa1bPXvkFR583YH_dvNqKH7gb4EFpJOap9q6gkXvt66GxvunIKdTDIDIqDKdrKicCi-F0d7x
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfARmXiEPzwGfFJExw7h6Kpwyonct6Fqh8Pr3G1tQqgYczHri_LXvOsd-8nZMXHQokGMvr6vSWGUWek_Qa1bPXvkFR583YH_dvNqKH7gb4EFpJOap9q6gkXvt66GxvunIKdTDIDIqDKdrKicCi-F0d7x
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfARmXiEPzwGfFJExw7h6Kpwyonct6Fqh8Pr3G1tQqgYczHri_LXvOsd-8nZMXHQokGMvr6vSWGUWek_Qa1bPXvkFR583YH_dvNqKH7gb4EFpJOap9q6gkXvt66GxvunIKdTDIDIqDKdrKicCi-F0d7x
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfARmXiEPzwGfFJExw7h6Kpwyonct6Fqh8Pr3G1tQqgYczHri_LXvOsd-8nZMXHQokGMvr6vSWGUWek_Qa1bPXvkFR583YH_dvNqKH7gb4EFpJOap9q6gkXvt66GxvunIKdTDIDIqDKdrKicCi-F0d7x
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfABSqAKW1hFdT49KBT_oWqHyFq-1KMXxfMPyp4iEDukRwk_9GvbrhgmSIF-bFmnUWBWbl7W01G_yOx2SKBZTY4wwi1U_ZG_thB45fKsZGFZo3zj7PJkPJfY36uztWYImBDTvoyPoIxs47WHdpWeDdDM
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfABSqAKW1hFdT49KBT_oWqHyFq-1KMXxfMPyp4iEDukRwk_9GvbrhgmSIF-bFmnUWBWbl7W01G_yOx2SKBZTY4wwi1U_ZG_thB45fKsZGFZo3zj7PJkPJfY36uztWYImBDTvoyPoIxs47WHdpWeDdDM
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfABSqAKW1hFdT49KBT_oWqHyFq-1KMXxfMPyp4iEDukRwk_9GvbrhgmSIF-bFmnUWBWbl7W01G_yOx2SKBZTY4wwi1U_ZG_thB45fKsZGFZo3zj7PJkPJfY36uztWYImBDTvoyPoIxs47WHdpWeDdDM
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfARmXiEPzwGfFJExw7h6Kpwyonct6Fqh8Pr3G1tQqgYczHri_LXvOsd-8nZMXHQokGMvr6vSWGUWek_Qa1bPXvkFR583YH_dvNqKH7gb4EFpJOap9q6gkXvt66GxvunIKdTDIDIqDKdrKicCi-F0d7x
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfARmXiEPzwGfFJExw7h6Kpwyonct6Fqh8Pr3G1tQqgYczHri_LXvOsd-8nZMXHQokGMvr6vSWGUWek_Qa1bPXvkFR583YH_dvNqKH7gb4EFpJOap9q6gkXvt66GxvunIKdTDIDIqDKdrKicCi-F0d7x
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfAk9pHZIFm_YV3SClxQKqc71yii8fOYhxR5TApxwzDAfZX3u6VSxI-HYi7Jh4X_Px7Cvfx2TZnS09L1mBuuLzkcRRE1oB7vQSKQfemXWle9uNI0OFdBvYsW5qATEto0PWtGr5N0E2Rps96iQLFTbjbNNV1Vm_mpZh_tTggTI1lWSg==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfAk9pHZIFm_YV3SClxQKqc71yii8fOYhxR5TApxwzDAfZX3u6VSxI-HYi7Jh4X_Px7Cvfx2TZnS09L1mBuuLzkcRRE1oB7vQSKQfemXWle9uNI0OFdBvYsW5qATEto0PWtGr5N0E2Rps96iQLFTbjbNNV1Vm_mpZh_tTggTI1lWSg==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfAk9pHZIFm_YV3SClxQKqc71yii8fOYhxR5TApxwzDAfZX3u6VSxI-HYi7Jh4X_Px7Cvfx2TZnS09L1mBuuLzkcRRE1oB7vQSKQfemXWle9uNI0OFdBvYsW5qATEto0PWtGr5N0E2Rps96iQLFTbjbNNV1Vm_mpZh_tTggTI1lWSg==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfAk9pHZIFm_YV3SClxQKqc71yii8fOYhxR5TApxwzDAfZX3u6VSxI-HYi7Jh4X_Px7Cvfx2TZnS09L1mBuuLzkcRRE1oB7vQSKQfemXWle9uNI0OFdBvYsW5qATEto0PWtGr5N0E2Rps96iQLFTbjbNNV1Vm_mpZh_tTggTI1lWSg==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfD1m8QKUdK5559lvVGA8eIPV6DJeF00usJ6Bku5g8Q9NvD8UT8-PoCUpXFEc47Ry_wSUQY0rFKZvQZEdMKQREdZ-d2sDSoJKS30zd1au0dpUNdOM5kifZ_msEkK8iMksZIZP1vtMd_x2_45Or9ymAJwrt32e4-MJX4=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfD1m8QKUdK5559lvVGA8eIPV6DJeF00usJ6Bku5g8Q9NvD8UT8-PoCUpXFEc47Ry_wSUQY0rFKZvQZEdMKQREdZ-d2sDSoJKS30zd1au0dpUNdOM5kifZ_msEkK8iMksZIZP1vtMd_x2_45Or9ymAJwrt32e4-MJX4=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfBVeZDgXomD4CiF8ValPL5hRFLFlOkxc4OMF49B8h9kSUT9vFNsCYQ3aYjpvoN0ua_l4R-C2RPYZ51OhS06glVT43aDHz9KBMPNjgxbydB7IpGpq7hXtCRn02X3IAqLHSbrnVNINS2-wBJtAB8SHfU7eUEQOfDr2v1gwnNQl1Eaog==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfBVeZDgXomD4CiF8ValPL5hRFLFlOkxc4OMF49B8h9kSUT9vFNsCYQ3aYjpvoN0ua_l4R-C2RPYZ51OhS06glVT43aDHz9KBMPNjgxbydB7IpGpq7hXtCRn02X3IAqLHSbrnVNINS2-wBJtAB8SHfU7eUEQOfDr2v1gwnNQl1Eaog==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfBVeZDgXomD4CiF8ValPL5hRFLFlOkxc4OMF49B8h9kSUT9vFNsCYQ3aYjpvoN0ua_l4R-C2RPYZ51OhS06glVT43aDHz9KBMPNjgxbydB7IpGpq7hXtCRn02X3IAqLHSbrnVNINS2-wBJtAB8SHfU7eUEQOfDr2v1gwnNQl1Eaog==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfAmSTK39Z9FNCYdpTKm_xmCN28Jlr5RmS9jVi3k5WyqlUyYEM4-0mxcJ_yy4urab6RCguM3018J-0VQVALEi_UUE-GHNf2hhmCM4MGf-OOcRD74lLhkkWc2


Thurman Wilson 

Bruce & Sandy 
Kowalski 

Bill Borgers 

Katrina Blair 

Luann Andrew 

Wendi & Rich 

Weinstein 

Dave Rich 

Art Goodtimes 

Dave Wood and the 

Citizens State Bank of 
Ouray 

Ken Sulinski 

John Bregar 

Matt Lanning 

  

 Also thanks to: 

  

Gates Family 

Foundation - $45,000 
challenge grant 

towards the purchase 
of the MSI Field 

Station 

  

LPEA Round-Up 

Foundation - $2,000 
towards the "My Water 

Comes From the San 
Juan Mountains" 

Education project 

  

  

 

MSI Field Station Open House and Tour  

Join staff and board members for 

a tour and to review the master 

plan.   

  

Everyone is invited to take a tour of MSI's Field 

Station this Saturday, the 24th of October.  The 
facilities, located in Silverton, will be open from 1-

4pm.  Hot cider, hot chocolate, and light snacks will 
be served. 

  

The Field Station will be the first of its kind in the 
San Juan Mountains.  Six small cabins, a 

bunkhouse, and RV hookups will be available to 
researchers, educators, and students looking 

to study in the region.  The facilities include a full 
kitchen, living area, classroom, and a lab area.  The 

property also contains a fen wetland, great for 
research and restoration activities. 

  

MSI staff will be there to provide tours and answer 
any questions about the property. 

  

For more information on the Field Station, please visit HERE.  We hope to see you this weekend!  

San Juan Fen Partnership Meeting  

  

Join us for an update on the fen wetland project  

  

  

Mountain Village Town Hall Council Room 455 Mountain Village 
Blvd, Suite A* Mountain Village, CO  

 
The San Juan Fen Partnership will meet in Mountain Village on 

Friday October 30th to discuss recent progress and plans for the 
future. More information will be posted at 

www.mountainstudies.org under "What's New".  

  

Fens are peat forming wetlands fed by springs that keep the soil 

saturated with water for most of the year.  Plants decompose 
slowly and dead material accumulates to form organic-rich peat 

soils.  Fens in the San Juan Mountains have accumulated up to 
three meters of peat and most are thousands of years old. These 

wetlands store carbon, filter pollutants from water, and support biodiversity, including rare species. 
Fens are abundant in the San Juans because the combination of snowmelt and late summer 

monsoon rains provide ample moisture.  
 

 
Learn more about the Fen Restoration Project here.  

  

 

 

 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfCqIABf4Z4tRgnBQKiIN5hjcnEfNMFGQ6TTA6h_uapxnITGGKq-fyv_IZarupsPZt59acf9eHN0cgj5uL6BekJ1Q-xYgOsv_8ZGAcaeBmCrH22Eq89GLWBKiZpMP3L98MF_7mI-CkwUu-My0j8W6zvhzAmthCin3ww=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfAFRRXygFF_Ms8C8XnhvD-7psP1478cj_kFSDPZdskR1a0MnfitAae9rzF6PTMj8Zu8fAl8CZIExDtTeGqxz7uAE7GbX62GcB7_8fxkuevUaAsS4mVH9sNcVdAbtRn-wBk=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773418676&s=500&e=001tp_gfCVumfAk9pHZIFm_YV3SClxQKqc71yii8fOYhxR5TApxwzDAfZX3u6VSxI-HYi7Jh4X_Px7Cvfx2TZnS09L1mBuuLzkcRRE1oB7vQSKQfemXWle9uNI0OFdBvYsW5qATEto0PWtGr5N0E2Rps96iQLFTbjbNNV1Vm_mpZh_tTggTI1lWSg==


MSI Publication Page  

  

 

Check out the new Publication Page 

(http://www.mountainstudies.org/Research/Products.html) 
. The list is not yet complete. If you have any publications 
or presentations that were completed in association with 

MSI please send the citation and PDF 
to nydick_k@fortlewis.edu 

 
 

 

Mountain Studies Institute would also like to thank all of our new and renewing members and all of 

the recent donations towards the purchase of the Field Station.   

  

As always, thank you for your continued interest and support for Mountain Studies Institute.  

  

Sincerely, 

 Koren Nydick and the MSI Staff 

Newsletter developed by:  Kathryn Rende  OSM/VISTA, Mountain Studies Institute  

   

  

http://www.mountainstudies.org/Research/Products.html
mailto:nydick_k@fortlewis.edu

