Mountain®*Studies Institute

Silverton and the high San
Juan Mountains hit the
appropriations jackpot | ast
week, when nearly $5 mllion

of the federal budget was
set aside for projects in
the i medi ate area

[Courtesy of the Silverton
St andard and The M ner]

Silverton and the high San
Juan Mountains hit the
appropriations jackpot |ast
week, when nearly $5 mllion
of the federal budget was
set aside for projects in
the i nmedi ate area.

The Red Mountain Project is
slated to receive $4 million
and $500, 000 was
appropriated for the

Si | vert on-based Mountain
Studies Institute (MSlI). The
funds were included in the
appropriati ons package
approved by both houses of
Congress | ast Thursday. The
President nust still sign
the bill, but he is expected
to do so shortly.

Representative Scott MInnis
(R-Grand Junction) and
Senat or Ben Ni ght horse
Campbel | (R Col 0) have been
credited with fighting for
this regionts interests and
pushing the | oca
appropriations through their
respective houses.

The Red Mount ai n fundi ng
will go towards the purchase
of the area fromwlling
sellers as part of the third
phase of the 11, 000-acre

hi storical and recreational
pr oj ect .

Mel nnis, who serves as the
Chai rman of the Resources
Subcommi ttee on Forests and
Forest Heal th, designated
the Red Mountain Hi storic
District as a top fundi ng
priority for this cycle.
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Campbel I, in the neanti e,
took the MSI request to
Congress and fought for its
inclusion in the bill. The
nmoney is earmarked for Mslts
operations and progranms, not
capital inprovenents or
acquisition.

M5l Executive Director Ellen
Stein was “thrilled” by the
news, but said this won't
change our i medi ate pl ans,
it wll just help us carry
themout. It is going to
ensure that we meet our 2003
budget. Wthout the federa
funding, MsI's financia
future was far from secure

Short-term plans for the

fl edgli ng organi zation

i nclude hiring two new staff
menbers--a full-tine

educati onal coordi nator and
a half- to full-tine
operations director--both of
whom wi | | be based out of
Silverton. Stein hopes to

have at | east one of the new

staff menbers on board
sonmetime this spring.
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Also in MSlts future, and
possi bl e directions for the
new fundi ng i ncl ude:

hal f day and one and a
hal f day educati onal
prograns, the subjects of
whi ch include science
arts, and culture of the
San Juans, to be offered
in Silverton to the
general public this
sunmer ;

I nnovati ve Month program
for coll ege and
university students with
credit offered by Fort
Lewis College (FLC). The
programwi |l be field-
based and will focus on
t he ecol ogy, mining
heritage, social
interactions, and other
aspects of the San Juan
Mount ai ns [ see program
hi ghl i ght];

cooperating with FLC s
Center for Southwest

St udi es on devel opi ng an
M ni ng Heritage

Educati onal Program

partnering with the San
Juan Mbunt ai ns
Associ ati on and federa

| and agencies to
establish a San Juan
Mount ai ns Educati on
Center in a shared space
in Silverton;

a portion of the

Congr essi onal funds wil |
go toward exhibits at
Silverton’s M ning
Heritage Museum
currently under
construction;

organi zation of a second
annual conference, sl ated
for August, on science
and research in the San
Juan Mbunt ai ns; and

MBI will work with FLC to
offer a Mnor in Muntain
Studi es, slated to be
avail able to FLC students
in the fall of 2004.

For nore information, please contact MSI:
tel 970.387.5161; fax 970. 387.5226;

PO Box 426; 1315 Snowden St.;
i nf o@mount ai nst udi es. org;

Silverton, CO 81433

www. mount ai nst udi es. org



Program Hi ghl i ght ...

THE NATURAL H STORY &
GEOGRAPHY OF THE SAN JUAN
MOUNTAI NS
JUNE 9 — JULY 3, 2003

This programis a joint
venture between the Muntain
Studies Institute and the
Ext ended St udi es Program at
Fort Lewi s Col | ege.

The purpose is to explore

wi th students feedback | oops
bet ween identified natural
systens operating in the San
Juan Mountains. Sonme of the
systens to be addressed

i ncl ude energy input, the
hydrol ogic cycle, climate
and weat her systens,
stratified ecosystens,

geol ogy, al pi ne ecol ogy,

m ni ng, recreation and
econom ¢ sustainability.

This course will not use an
ordi nary cl assroom format,
but is field-based. The
operating concept is that to
better understand a system
one shoul d dwell and be part
of the energy cycle. Thus
feeling solar heat, walking
in streams, being blasted by
t he wi nd, touching and
snelling the flora, hefting
the stones and listening to
t he concerns of |ocal
residents is the key to a
deeper under st andi ng.

The field format is tied
wi th sel ected readi ngs,

| ectures principally in the
field. The student will

| eave with specific

know edge about nountain
geogr aphy and a greater
sense of why nount ai ns
contribute to maintaining
the health of the gl oba
ecosystem

Week 1: CGeology & dimate
Week 2: Al pi ne Ecol ogy
Week 3: Human Interactions
Week 4: Integration and

Fi nal Reports

Mountain Summt 2003!

Due to the overwhel m ng
success of MSI’s | naugura
Mount ain Sunmit | ast

Sept enber, MSI is already
respondi ng to the
expect ati on anot her Sunmit
is being planned. Indeed it
is!

“ SAN JUAN MDUNTAI NS SCI ENCE AND
RESEARCH. LI NKI NG RESEARCHERS AND
PrRACTITIONERS” IS pl anned for
August 21-23, 2003 in
Silverton. A special
synposi um desi gned to
present student, faculty,
and natural resource agency
research conducted in the
San Juan Mount ai ns.

Joi n emergi ng and
establ i shed researchers in
Silverton for two days

of presentations on clinmate,
ecol ogy, fire, geol ogy,
history, forestry, snow,
geogr aphy, ant hropol ogy, and
nor e.

This conference is also a
uni que opportunity to
connect | ocal governnent,
public | and managenent
agenci es and non-profit
representatives with
researchers to identify and
meet regional applied
research needs.

M5l Pl ans Sunmer/Fall 2003
Educati onal Prograns for
Col l ege & University
Students & the Public

The Mountain Studies
Institute s Education
Committee has been busy this
wi nter planning its sumer
and fall offerings. Half-
and one and a hal f-day
prograns will be offered to
t he general public,
specifically the Durango
Silverton Narrow Gauge
Rai l road riders as packages
sol d through Gat eway
Reservations in Durango.

“Wal k-Ins” will also be able
to sign up for the foll ow ng
Sil verton-based program

of feri ngs:

&Al pi ne Ecol ogy: Flora and
Fauna

#M ni ng Heritage: Boont owns,
Bordel | os and the Hillside
Cenetery

«Natural History and
Ceogr aphy of the San Juan
Mount ai ns

sMuntain Arts and
Culture: Live Theatre,
Museum Tour and Gal |l ery
val k

«Mount ai n Phot ogr aphy

#“Mning, MIling, and
CGeol ogy Tour
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San Juan Munt ai ns—A Li vi ng
Laboratory and Nat ural
G assroon

The San Juan Mountains are
an ideal setting for
nount ai n studi es because of
the diversity found not only
inits geology but also in

t he ecol ogy. Over one and a
half billion years of

geol ogi ¢ history are
recorded in its rocks.

The San Juan Mountains are
consi dered by some to be the
| argest single distinct
mount ain systemin the U S
They enconpass about 10, 000
square mles an area about
the size of Vernont. No

ot her nountain province in
the |l ower forty-eight states
encl oses as nuch | and above
10, 000 feet (3050 m).

Furthernmore, the San Juan
Mount ai ns support the | ast
known | ocati on of certain
arctic nosses that are
relics of the last ice age
and host the | argest
concentration of m d-

| ati tude ice cored rock

gl aci ers.

The | ow ands to the south
and west are the hone of
five Native Anerican

cul tures that are dependent
on the San Juan Mbunt ai ns
for their water resources,
sacred places and
traditional cultural uses.
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