
Animas River Stakeholders Group (ARSG) was founded in 1994 as a process to 
determine appropriate water quality standards for the Upper Animas River Basin. 
The Upper Animas Watershed has a long history of extensive metal mining as an 
economic mainstay dating back to the 1870s with major operations ending in 1991. 
The mission of ARSG is to improve water quality and habitats in the Animas River 
through collaborative process designed to encourage participation from all 
interested parties. Participants include mining companies, environmental 
organizations, and owners, local governments, and state and federal regulatory 
and land management agencies. animasriverstakeholdersgroup.org 

 

Mountain Studies Institute (MSI) is a non-profit, non-
advocacy, mountain research and education center 
established in 2002 in Silverton, Colorado in the heart of the 
San Juan Mountains.  MSI has developed a highly 

collaborative, dynamic, and unique approach to serving our region, which has grown to encompass fourteen 
counties in Southwest Colorado.  MSI helps communities to identify and articulate information needs, 
facilitate and complete research and restoration initiatives, and most importantly to ensure that pertinent 
scientific information is made available to decision makers and the general public.  It is our vision that 
through science and education, information is not only understood, but used to transform our communities 
into healthier, more sustainable places to live. mountainstudies.org 
 

The Uncompahgre Watershed Partnership was founded in 2007 by a coalition of 
citizens, nonprofits, local and regional governments, and federal and state agencies 
dedicated to understanding, restoring and protecting land and natural resources 
within the Upper Uncompahgre Watershed.  The UWP exists to help protect the 
economic, natural, and scenic values of the Upper Uncompahgre River watershed.  
The Partnership works to inform and engage all stakeholders and solicits input from 
diverse interests to ensure collaborative restoration efforts in the watershed. We 
strive for a healthy river in a thriving community. For more information about the UWP 
and current projects, visit uncompahgrewatershed.org 

The San Miguel Watershed Coalition was formed in 1998 to enable a 
collaborative forum for all stakeholders to discuss and influence the future of 
the watershed. The San Miguel Watershed Coalition’s purpose is to give the 
communities and stakeholders in the watershed a voice to direct the future 
management of watershed resources. Its mission is to advance the ecological 
health and promote the economic vitality of the watershed through the 

collaborative efforts of the entire community. Our goal is to realize a watershed that is healthy in every 
respect, while offering a sustainable and quality lifestyle for all who live within it. sanmiguelwatershed.org 
 
Willow Creek Reclamation Committee was formed in 1998 to address water quality issues in the Willow 

Creek watershed caused from historic mining.  This year, the WCRC is 
celebrating its 20th year of hard work!  The WCRC has accomplished several 
characterization studies of the watershed, implemented projects to correct 
water quality impairments, and engaged stakeholders and community 
members in their work.  In 2016, WCRC merged with the Headwaters 
Alliance to implement the same techniques that proved impactful in the 

Willow Creek watershed, across the Upper Rio Grande.  headwatersalliance.com 
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