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Students reach new heights 
during internship program 
The Mountain Science Internship Program (MSIP) was hosted by the 
Mountain Studies Institute. MSIP connects teens with scientists and 
resource management professionals to explore environmental and 
science careers, learn about pressing local issues, and gain 21st Century 
skills. The program brings students together to monitor, explore, and 
restore our natural heritage. 

Where?  MSIP brought together students from multiple communities 
to explore issues and careers throughout the San Juan Mountains. 
Students were involved with wetland restoration in Silverton, wildlife 
and vegetation monitoring in Telluride and forest health in Pagosa 
Springs. We had 10 students representing 6 different communities for 
three 3-day expeditions this summer.  
 
Why?  Mountain Studies Institute (MSI) is driven to lead state-of-the-
art science and education efforts with our partners because the 
mountains have called us, just like they call to you to explore, to seek 
new challenges, and to appreciate the San Juan Mountains and their 
vibrant communities. 
 
What?  This unique program was specifically designed to provide an 
opportunity for students to engage with professionals in the 
environmental field as well as develop their professional skills. The 
internship program involved collaborations with professionals and 
communities across the San Juan Mountains. In order to meet our 
educational goals, students kept journals, responded to writing 
prompts, and posted blog submissions which incorporated 21st 
Century Skills and Colorado State Curriculum Standards.  

Thank you to our 
funders and 
collaborators 
FUNDERS 

* Ballantine Family Fund 
* Coutts and Clark Western Foundation 
* El Pomar Foundation 
* Telluride Foundation 
* National Forest Foundation 
 

COLLABORATORS 

* Chalkboard, Inc 
* Durango Mountain Resort 
* La Plata County Weed Management 
* Pagosa Springs High School  
* Rhea Environmental Consulting 
* San Juan Mountains Cooperative Weed      
  Management Area 
* SME Environmental  
* The Springs Resort and Spa 
* Telluride Living Classroom 
* Telluride Valley Floor- Open Space  
  Commission 
* San Juan National Forest 

"Really loved how there was a taste of everything from wetlands to forestry!” 
 —INTERNSHIP STUDENT 



Silverton, CO 
Week One 

IMPACT	  

10	   Student	  interns	  

5	   High	  schools	  

represented	  

5	   Hours	  of	  Oxeye	  

Daisy	  removal	  

on	  US	  Forest	  

Service	  land	  

Students were introduced to 
wetland ecology through a 
restoration project near Ophir Pass.  
Students removed invasive Oxeye 
Daisy at a new study site 
established by La Plata County 
Weed Management in 
collaboration with MSI and the San 
Juan National Forest.  
As part of the ongoing PikaNET 
citizen science effort, students 
recorded data about high elevation 
populations of American pika. 

 

“Rico cherishes the 
heritage and 

achievements that 
brought its 

community together 
and obtained through 

hard work and 
honesty.”  

 
—Noah, Rico student 

 

328	  
Native	  sedge	  

plugs	  planted	  in	  

Ophir	  iron	  fen	  

"Since	  middle	  school	  I've	  had	  a	  set	  plan	  for	  a	  
career,	  but	  I	  decided	  to	  be	  a	  part	  of	  MSI	  to	  open	  
up	  my	  eyes	  on	  more	  opportunities	  and	  this	  
experience	  did	  just	  that."	  

 —INTERNSHIP STUDENT 



Week two in Telluride was a busy week 
for the group! They were able to 
visit the climate station, perform 
vegetation monitoring, look for 
macroinvertebrates, and learn about 
wildlife ecology on the Telluride 
Valley Floor. They were also able to 
focus on professional development 
with a resume-writing workshop 
with Chalkboard, Inc.   
 

Telluride, CO 
Week Two 
 

Pagosa Springs, CO 
Week Three 
 

IMPACT	  

3	   High	  school	  peer	  mentor	  presentations	  on	  

independent	  research	  with	  Telluride	  Living	  Classroom	  

80	  
5 

Hours	  collecting	  ecological	  data	  on	  the	  Telluride	  

Valley	  Floor	  

IMPACT	  

“As a small community, we strive to make 
the least impact we can manage, creating 
laws to reduce plastic bags and promoting 
solar and renewable energy sources as an 
alternative to fossil fuels.” 
 
—Will, Telluride student 

The students explored several topics in 
forest health on the San Juan National 
Forest. 
 
Columbine Ranger District employees 
taught our group about the 
reforestation efforts on the Missionary 
Ridge burned area. Students measures 
the success of the replanting using new 
tools and methods.  
 
The MSIPers helped MSI with our 
monitoring efforts on two fuel-
reduction projects on U.S. Forest 
Service land and on Reservoir Hill. 

60	   Hours	  of	  data	  collection	  on	  a	  forest	  health	  and	  

restoration	  site	  

40 

Hours	  spent	  measuring	  tree	  seedlings	  replanted	  in	  

the	  Missionary	  Ridge	  burned	  area	  with	  U.S.	  Forest	  

Service	  employees	  

“The health and well-being of our ecosystem is a very fine balance between human 
interaction and mother natures’ cooperation.” —Camren, Durango student 
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Other highlights 
Careers	  
Highlighted:	  	  
•	  Wetland	  Ecologist	  	  
•	  Botanist	  	  
•	  Aquatic	  Biologist	  	  
•	  Wildlife	  Biologist	  	  
•	  Forester	  	  
•	  Restoration	  Ecologist	  	  
•	  Science	  Educator	  	  
	  

Professional	  
Development	  Sessions:	  	  
•	  Resume	  building	  	  
•	  Mentoring	  with	  college	  
interns	  	  
•	  Peer-‐mentoring	  from	  other	  
high	  school	  students	  in	  
different	  environmental	  
internship	  programs	  	  
	  

Special thanks 
Town	  of	  Silverton	  	  	  
Town	  of	  Telluride	  Parks	  and	  Recreation	  
Town	  of	  Pagosa	  Springs	  Parks	  and	  Recreation	  
…for	  providing	  camping	  during	  the	  program	  

"This	  experience	  was	  
amazing	  -	  refreshing,	  fun,	  
but	  also	  very	  educational	  
and	  interesting.	  The	  time	  
(3	  days/week)	  was	  
perfect,	  and	  I	  was	  always	  
looking	  forward	  to	  the	  
program."	  

 —INTERNSHIP STUDENT 

"I	  wanted	  to	  learn	  more	  about	  ecology	  and	  the	  
region,	  but	  ended	  up	  also	  learning	  about	  careers	  
and	  being	  inspired."	  

 —INTERNSHIP STUDENT 


