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Mountain Studies Institute 

 Animas River Social Science Internship 

Mountain Studies Institute (MSI) is conducting a qualitative social science study involving 
surveys and focus groups to understand residents’ and visitors’ perspectives of water 
quality, risk awareness, and outreach needs in the Animas River watershed. MSI will utilize 
study results to inform and shape education and outreach activities to build environmental 
literacy and awareness of water quality conditions in the Animas River watershed among 
residents, recreationalists, and visitors. The survey and other efforts are funded by a grant 
from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

Primary responsibilities: 
The intern will work directly with Mountain Studies Institute staff to assist with a social 
science focus group project. The intern will help conduct 2-4 focus groups, assist with data 
entry and recording, contribute to analysis of the data, and writing and review of the final 
report. The intern may perform other duties to assist the social science project including 
conducting surveys and participating in field-based monitoring and projects. The intern 
will gain experience and exposure to multiple methods: interviews and focus groups; short 
surveys; data management and analysis, and reporting. The actual tasks may vary 
depending upon the intern’s availability and start date.  

Timeline: Position open immediately. Now accepting applications. Open until filled. 
 Ends: December 31, 2017 

Compensation: Stipend commensurate with experience and time commitment. 

Schedule: 8-10 hours/week; occasional weekend or evening work may be required. 

Location:  Durango, Colorado 

Experience Provided: Experience with qualitative analysis methods and expert guidance 
by mentors Chara Ragland (Social Scientist) and Marcie Bidwell (Executive Director- MSI) 

About MSI:  
Mountain Studies Institute (MSI) is a 501(c)(3) non-advocacy, not-for-profit mountain 
research and education institution established in 2002 in Silverton, Colorado. The 
Institute’s mission is to enhance understanding and sustainable use of the San Juan 
Mountains through research and education - the Animas River is central to MSI’s work. MSI 
was created to increase knowledge, understand our unique mountain environments and 
issues that affect them, and develop solutions that benefit our vibrant mountain 
communities and ecosystems. To accomplish these goals, we build partnerships to steward 
natural and cultural values by engaging citizens, scientists, community leaders, and 
resource managers in collaborative efforts to put science into action. We work to utilize 
scientific knowledge to innovate solutions to address legacy issues, like acid mine drainage 
and nutrient pollution in the Animas River, to increase our communities’ resilience and 
quality of life. 

To apply or for more information, please send resume and cover letter or questions to  
Jeremy May at vista@mountainstudies.org or call at 970 426 8045 
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