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Dear Stakeholder, 

 

A group of stakeholders representing agriculture, recreation, municipalities, and conservation is working 

together to identify opportunities to promote resilient water resources for the future of Archuleta County, 

its residents, its economy, and its ecology.  The recently adopted Colorado Water Plan makes funds 

available for voluntary, cooperative projects that improve the use of our water resources.  Examples of 

projects include things like ditch lining, improvement of diversion structures, and cooperative water 

management.  This effort would take advantage of this funding for the benefit of our community.  The 

group would ultimately like to address the entirety of the San Juan River Basin, through a phased series of 

conversations.  

 

The relevance of water to all aspects of our community cannot be understated. It has played a role in our 

history, our recreation, and our economy. The goal of this effort is to think collectively about 

opportunities on the landscape that can help secure the future of water for all uses, while maintaining a 

healthy ecology and respecting water rights.  

 

This conversation is designed to include all interests. Included in the discussion to date are representatives 

from agriculture and ranching, municipal water providers, water administrators and managers, land 

owners and managers, state fish and wildlife managers, local government, local business, recreation, and 

conservation.   

 

Drought and growing pressure from increased water demands and permanent reductions in overall water 

supply are increasing demand on our water resources. Identifying opportunities to secure the viability of 

our water resources will help our community to remain viable for future generations. We would like to 

identify water resource issues, and opportunities or projects that can be completed voluntarily within the 

San Juan Basin that can promote a watershed that supports all uses.   

 

Your input into this effort is vital. This effort needs to reflect local concerns, issues, and interests.  The 

information will be used to help assess priorities and inform where to focus possible restoration efforts. 

Please take a moment to fill in the attached survey. You can fill out the digital survey at 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WP2J6YG or send the hard copy version to: 

 

Aaron Kimple  

c/o Mountain Studies  

679 E. 2nd Ave. 

Durango, CO 81301 

 

To learn more about the Watershed Enhancement consider attending our public forum on November 27, 

from 6:00 to 8:00 pm at the CSU Extension building in Pagosa Springs.  

 

Thank you for informing this effort. We look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

The Steering Committee for the Upper San Juan Watershed Enhancement Partnership 

  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WP2J6YG


 

Watershed Health Questionnaire 

The following questions are intended as prompts to generate comprehensive stakeholder input for this 

watershed enhancement effort. Please provide additional recommendations or suggestions as needed. 

 
1)Which watershed area do you live in? 

 
Upper San Juan 
Piedras 
Navajo  
Blanco 
 
2) Are you a full or part time resident? 

 
3) How long have you lived in the watershed? 
 
0-5 Years 
5-10 Years 
10+ Years 
 
4) Do you own or manage water rights? 

 
Yes  
No 

 
5) What type of water use categories are associated with your values 
(Rank within each category 1 – most important to 6 - least important)  
 
1. Agricultural  
2. Industrial  
3. Municipal 
4. Recreational  

5. Fisheries 5. Other In-Stream uses 

 
6) What type of water use categories are associated with your property (health)/ 
(Rank within each category 1 – most important to 6 - least important)  
 
1. Agricultural  
2. Industrial  
3. Municipal 
4. Recreational  

5. Fisher 5. Other In-Stream uses 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



7) What type of water use categories are associated your business (economic viability) best associate 

with. (Rank within each category 1 – most important to 6 - least important)  

 
1. Agricultural  
2. Industrial  
3. Municipal 
4. Recreational  

5. Fisherie 5. Other In-Stream uses 

 

8) Which of the following environmental concerns do you feel affect the overall watershed? Please check 

all that apply. Rank your concerns from highest to lowest (1 highest to 10 lowest) 

 
Soil Erosion 
Water Quality 
Noxious Weeds 
Air Quality 
Water Quantity 
Drought 
Fire 
Forest Health 
Public Access 
Recreational fishing needs 
Other _________________ 
 
9) What do you think are the most important water quantity issues that need to be addressed in the 

watershed? (Please rank 1 to 3, 1 highest to 3 lowest) 
 
Climate change 

Population 

Drought 
Changes in Land-Use 
Other __________________ 
 
10) What do you think are the most important water quality issues that need to be addressed in the 

watershed? (1 highest to 5 lowest) 
 
Drinking water 
Municipal and industrial water 
Agricultural Water 
Recreational Water 
Environmental Water 
Fishery 

 
 


