
SCIENCE
IN THE SAN JUANS

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND CURRENT DATES/TIMES/LOCATIONS, 

VISIT WWW.MOUNTAINSTUDIES.ORG/EVENTS

JULY

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

Ophir & Chattanooga Fen Revegetation 
9am - 2pm, Ophir Pass

Ophir & Chattanooga Fen Revegetation25 
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Silverton Innovation Expo 

Kendall Moutain Center, Silverton CO 
28- 
30

Ophir & Chattanooga Fen Seed Collection 
9am - 2pm, Ophir Pass

9am - 2pm, Ophir Pass

Forest Health Citizens Science Day26
9am - 2pm, Mountain Discovery Center, Silverton  

San Juan Odyssey Tour
9am-2pm, Location TBD 
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Ophir & Chattanooga Fen Seed Collection 
9am - 2pm, Ophir Pass
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Wack Water Bugs 

 Silverton, CO - Mountain Discovery Center
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July 25, August 4,: Stewardship Day Restoring Alpine Wetlands   

Alpine wetlands (fens) in the San Juan Mountains have accumulated up to three meters of 

peat and most are thousands of years old. These ancient wetlands store carbon, filter 

pollutants from water, and support biodiversity, including rare species. Our fen project is an 

integral piece of mountain wetland monitoring and resotration and we need your help; join us 

to restore these critical ecosystems and learn more about them during a day out in the 

mountains!   Three different days to choose from! 

 

July 28: Forest Health Citizen Science Day 

Learn about the impacts of spruce beetles in and around Silverton by helping us to monitor 

forest health! Two scientists from Mountain Studies Institute will lead the group in establishing 

long-term forest monitoring plots on Kendall Mountain, which will be part of a network of plots 

in the region. Learn how to design studies, identify beetles, measure forest health, and leave a 

legacy in your local forests by helping us track beetle movement. 

 

August 11: Wacky Water Bugs 

A favorite of MSI friends, you won’t want to miss spending a day with aquatic ecologists to 

learn more about critters in the river and what they tell us about river health! Participants will 

examine and classify benthic macroinvertebrates from the rivers and streams of Silverton 

alongside science professionals to gauge the health and quality of the water. 

 

August 28-30: The Second Annual Silverton Innovation Expo 

This gathering will be a meeting of the minds, bringing together industry representatives, 

government agencies, scientists, nonprofits and citizens to explore the need for new and 

legacy mine reclamation innovation through expert presentations, networking opportunities, 

poster sessions and field tours of active reclamation sites.   

 

September 15: San Juan Odyssey Tour 

This day-long tour will start in Silverton and wind through the San Juans, giving participants the 

opportunity to take in stunning panoramic vistas, and historic mining ruins. Expert interpretive 

guides will be on hand to share their knowledge and answer questions about the geology, 

hydrology, flora, fauna, and history of the area.  

 

September 15 & 29: Seed Collection for Future Restoration 

In July, we’ll restore the wetlands by planting native species and in September, we’ll collect 

seeds to grow more plants for next summer’s restoration efforts. There’s no better time to be in 

the high alpine than September. We hope you’ll join us for stewardship, fall colors, great 

company, and a hearty dose of science.   


